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In order to effectively use existing assets in legacy systems, 1t is important to develop a

systematic strategy for the continued evolution of legacy systems. Reengineering offers an ap-

proach to migrate a legacy system towards an evolvable system. of which program understanding is

a key part. Reverse engineering is effective approach to support program understanding. there-

fore.plays an important role in successfully reengineering legacy system. This paper is a summa-

rization on reverse engineering. It presents several concepts on reverse engineering, introduces

three canonical activities of reverse engineering and a descriptive model of reverse engineering sys-

tems that are proposed by Software Engineering Institute at Carnegie Mellon University, and out-

lines the future directions after introducing several reverse engineering systems.
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